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"It's March 3rd of that year again, and kites are flying all over the sky, carrying my thoughts
and dreams back to my childhood. I recall that on March 3rd of that year, | couldn't close my
eyes all night. | gazed at the newly made kites in the corner of the room, and before | knew
it, the day had broken..."

The song "March 3" is known to most Chinese people of my parents’ generation. The Lunar
Double Third Festival, also called Shangsi Festival, is an important holiday in many parts of
China, marked by various celebrations.

Dragon Boat Racing: In the Jiangnan area, especially the Yangtze River Basin, there is a
tradition of holding dragon boat races. People row dragon boats to celebrate the harvest
and pray for peace.

Kite flying: In the north, there is a tradition of kite flying, especially in Weifang, Shandong.
Weifang is my dad’s hometown and the birthplace of Chinese kites. It enjoys the title of
"Kite Capital of the World". Weifang kites have exquisite craftsmanship and unique style,
and are known as one of the representatives of traditional Chinese crafts.

Modern kites: In recent years, the Weifang Kite Festival has continued to innovate
and develop, incorporating high-tech elements and enriching the types and
expressions of kites. The kites come in a variety of shapes, including animal images
such as butterflies and goldfish, and even designs imitating characters and cartoon
images. In terms of high-tech applications, some kites have LED lights, and there are
also kites with built-in sensors and controllers that can fly automatically or make
sounds. Musical kites and robot kites also attracted much attention, adding interest
and viewing pleasure to the kite festival.

Weifang kite festival: Every year around March 3rd of the lunar calendar, Weifang
holds the World Kite Flying Competition. At the Kite Festival, people will gather in
open areas such as parks and squares to fly various exquisite kites, enjoy kite
competitions and kite performances, and enjoy the warm sunshine and breeze of
spring. This year the 41% festival is on April 19.

This year's Shangsi Festival falls on April 12th, which is a Friday. How will you celebrate with
your family?

KEY UPCOMING EVENTS
April:

Beach Clean-Up at Beach
Garden Park (TDB)

May:

o Asian Festival (May 4)

¢ Presidential Volunteer
Awards hours due (May
15)

¢ Angela-Allison Youth
Award application due
(May 15)

o SCA Election (May 25)

Recent News

On Easter Day, March 31st,
the SCA organized a music
concert for the elderly at
Pickford Senior Living.
Residents there enjoyed
singing along to songs from
the 1950s to the 1980s, such
as "Que Sera Sera,"
"Edelweiss," and
"Somewhere Over the
Rainbow." Instruments
played included the cello,
clarinet, flute, piano, violin,
saxophone, and zither.
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