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Beijing Opera, also known as Peking Opera, is a traditional form of Chinese
theater that originated in Beijing and has become one of the most famous and
iconic forms of Chinese opera, maintaining a history of 200 years. It has traveled
all over the world and has become an important means of introducing and
spreading Chinese traditional culture.

There are four basic skills for Beijing Opera actors need to be trained for from
childhood: singing, reading, acting and aerobics. Aerobics features impressive
physical feats, such as tumbling, contortion, and stylized combat movements.
The opera features a unique singing style accompanied by traditional Chinese
instruments to convey a story. Only in this way can we give full play to the
artistic characteristics of Peking Opera and better express and depict the
various characters in the opera.

Peking Opera roles are normally strictly divided into four major roles: Sheng,
Dan, Jing, and Chou. Each profession has a detailed further division of labor.
"Sheng" is a general term for male characters other than painted faces and
clowns. "Dan" is the collective name for female characters. "Jing" mostly plays
male characters with unique personalities, qualities or looks. "Chou" plays a
comedic role because he puts a small piece of white powder on the bridge of his
nose, commonly known as a little painted face.

Painting a person's face with a certain color to symbolize that person's character
and traits, role and destiny is a feature of Peking Opera. Face painting helps the
audience understand the plot of the story in the opera. A red face represents
loyalty and bravery; black represents fierce wisdom; blue and green represent
reckless heroes; yellow and white represent ruthlessness and viciousness; gold
and silver represent gods and monsters.

| RECENT EVENTS

Events

e December 16th was the TCS Annual Talent Show held at Old Dominion University.
We were presented with a variety of performances from the students of our
community. The hosts were Maggie Tu, Will Jiang, Bradley Song & Elizabeth Ying.

e In honor of Thanksgiving, students at Tidewater Chinese School submitted photos
and videos to thank our teachers. The SCA compiled their messages into a video to
show our appreciation for our teachers and their hard work. Thanks to Kailani Song,
Will Jiang, Kevin Jiang, & Luna He for editing the video.

Wishing Everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

November:
e Teacher Appreciation Video
https://youtu.be/kipfjqgoswoQ
December:
e TCS Annual Talent Show

KEY UPCOMING EVENTS
January:
e Winter Memories Video

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS!
Wishing Atrina Wang and Liya
Jiang a happy birthday!
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PHOTOS FROM TALENT SHOW
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